
14040 PURITAS AVENUE 
CLEVELAND, OHIO 44135 

Phone: 216-671-5890 

Fax: 216-938-9843 

Email: office@blessedtrinitycleveland.org 

Website: www.blessedtrinitycleveland.org 

Facebook: http://facebook.com/
BlessedTrinityCleveland 

 

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS 
Monday−Wednesday: 9 a.m.−8 p.m. 

Thursday, Friday: 9:00 a.m.−5:00 p.m. 
(Closed for lunch 12:30-1:00pm &  

1:15-1:45 p.m.) 
Saturday: 1:00−3:45 p.m. 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday: 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word: 11 a.m. 

Monday: see worship calendar 
for time & location 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday: 8:30 a.m. 
 

RECONCILIATION 
Anytime by appointment only 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
Blessed Trinity Parish is an open  

and welcoming Catholic community, 
centered in the Eucharist and celebrating 
God's gift of Diversity. We  bring God's 
love to one another and support one 

another in responding to the challenge of 
living the Gospel. We strive to deepen 

participation and encourage all 
parishioners to take ownership for the 
everyday life of their church, especially 
Spiritual Growth, Community Life, the 
Building of a Just Society, and Service  

to All God's People. 

OCTOBER 5, 2025 TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Blessed  Trinity 
CATHOLIC CHURCH  

All Are Welcome 
PURITAS 
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Text: Psalm 128: 1-2, 3, 5;p Marty Haugen   Music: Marty Haugen; refrain II adapt. 
By Diana Kodner © 1987, 1993, GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted with permission 
under One License A-702576 .  All rights reserved. 

http://facebook.com/BlessedTrinityCleveland
http://facebook.com/BlessedTrinityCleveland


FROM THE DESK OF BRIYANT... 

October 5, 2025 THE TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

God of the Oppressed? 

 In this bulletin article, I invite you to think criti-
cally: 
 One day in seminary, I was in my Old Testa-
ment class, and we were discussing the Israelites’ 
takeover of Jericho. We were invited to close our 
eyes as the professor read through the passages lead-
ing up to Jericho’s demise and the triumph of the 
Israelites. The Israelites obliterated the city. They 
killed everyone and everything within the walls ex-
cept the family of Rahab, the ancestor of Jesus and 
the great-grandmother of King David. The Israelites 
took over the spoils of the city (gold, silver, bronze, 
treasures), dedicated them to The Lord, and burned it 
all to the ground. There was a curse inflicted upon 
anyone who even thought of trying to rebuild the 
city. 
 God as well as the Israelites were surely trium-
phant that day. God had proven that he was on their 
side and had delivered their enemies over to them. It 
certainly was a day to remember. When the professor 
ended his reading of the passage, he invited us to 
open our eyes. When we did, he asked us a question, 
how many of you imagined that you were the Israel-
ites? Everyone in the class raised their hand, includ-
ing me. Then he asked how many of you imagined 
that you were the inhabitants of Jericho? No one 
raised their hand. You could hear a pin drop in the 
room because a sobering question was raised. It was 
the first time I and many others in that classroom 
thought of the oppressed through valid biblical wit-
ness.  
 The story and sobering question reminded me of 
the relationship between the Puritans and the Native 
Americans. The Puritans believed that God had 
blessed them divine providence and had granted 
them land in North America. Because of their faith, 
they generated a mass genocide that was drenched in 
religious and social superiority. They sought to dis-
place the Native Americans from their lands. They 
also chose to embark on violent conquests that ulti-
mately led to the subjugation of the natives. The 
most striking thing about the Puritans taking over the 
land of the Native Americans was that at first, they 
tried to convert them to Christianity. When that did 
not work, the violence began.   
 Although the actions of the Puritans were, as 
scholars have mentioned, virulent, cruel, and barbar-
ic, they held onto the claim that God gave them this 
la 

land, and it was theirs to take away from the 
“savages.” The Puritans understood this genocidal 
conquest to be a divine and God-ordained command. 
Former Governor of Massachusetts John Winthrop 
solidified this point in his 1630 sermon, A Model of 
Christian Charity, when he said that the mission 
was rooted in divine favor and required blind obedi-
ence from the Puritans—or else.  
 Did or does God sign off on spiritual and politi-
cal conquests geared towards the extermination of 
certain groups of people? Is God always on the side 
of the oppressed? The Bible tells us that God al-
lowed for Joshua and the Israelites to defeat Jericho 
because of its sinfulness and idolatry. God’s pa-
tience had worn thin with the inhabitants of Jericho 
as they resisted him and his ways. We see the same 
thing happening when the people of God were 
turned over to the Babylonians and Assyrians years 
later. The Israelites had experienced both being op-
pressed and being the oppressor in the Word of God.  
 I have yet to find an answer to my questions 
because I currently see a lot of solid grey areas when 
it comes to this topic. I believe that it is wrong to 
oppress people no matter what the reasoning. I know 
that I was always taught that God was and is always 
on the side of the oppressed. However, my mind 
goes to people like the inhabitants of Jericho, the 
Native Americans, poor people, Black Americans, 
immigrants, women, marginalized populations such 
as the LGBTQ community, et cetera. Are they op-
pressed because they are sinful and turned away 
from God? Or are they oppressed because there is an 
entrenched system in the DNA of America devoted 
to oppressing the “Other”? Can it be both or neither? 

 

What do you think? 
 

   
 

Blessed Trinity Shirt Sale 

It has been 3 years since our last shirt 
sale. Are you ready for a new shirt? 
They make great Christmas gifts! The 
weekends of October 18/19th and   
October 25/26th we will be taking or-
ders after all Masses for T-Shirts both short sleeve and 
long sleeve, plus Sweatshirts and Hoodies. All pay-
ments must be turned in with your order. Orders will be 
distributed after all Masses no later than the first week-
end in December. 



PASTORAL TEAM 216-671-5890 

Pastor: Fr. Doug Koesel ....................................... Ext 21 

   dkoesel@blessedtrinitycleveland.org 

Deacon: Rev. Mr. Dick Beercheck .................................  

   dbeercheck@blessedtrinitycleveland.org 

Pastoral Assistant: Briyant Hines ........................ Ext 19 

   bhines@blessedtrinitycleveland.org 

Business Manager: Jenifer Nemeth ……………….. Ext 26 

   accountant@blessedtrinitycleveland.org 

Music Minister: Julio Santana .......................................  

   Julio@julioxsntnsda@gmail.com  
OFFICE STAFF 

Oĸce Manager: Ms. Donna M. Bell ................... Ext 10 

   oĸce@blessedtrinitycleveland.org 

BulleƟn Editor: Ms. Donna M. Bell ..................... Ext 10 

   bulleƟn@blessedtrinitycleveland.org 

Society of St. Vincent DePaul@ Blessed Trinity…Ext 14 

Stephen Ministry……………………………………………… Ext  12 

E-MAIL BULLETIN NOTICES TO:  
bulleƟn@blessedtrinitycleveland.org or deliver them to 
the rectory oĸce. NoƟces MUST be in by Monday of the 
week before the bulleƟn is distributed. 

AROUND THE PARISH & OTHER PARISH NEWS 

3  www.blessedtrinitycleveland.org Blessed Trinity Catholic Church 

Please pray for our sick: 
Jim Beesley, Mary Ann Bowers, Charlene Boyer, Adele 
Burke, Br. Tom Carroll, OFM, Gladys Castro, Pat Chapin, 
Romualdo Cipro, Teri Crowe,  Scherrie Damm, John 
Darmstadt, Al Delattre, Dukles Family, Joseph Dunn, Barb 
Dylag, Scott Eidam, Erma  Eifel, Terry Evans,  Jenny 
Flynn, Will Gibson, Michael Graham, Louise J. Hall, 
Thomas Heim, Susanne Heisey, Agnes Hocevar, Gail Iseli, 
Eileen Kelly, Nicola Jandric, Vicki & Rudy Juris, Joanne 
Kauchuk, Dan Kemer, Ralph & Judy Kobus, Linda Kreon, 
Marilyn Lombardo, Karen Long, Liz Mahon, Eileen 
Mangan, Jerry Masek, Claudette Matero, Andrea Me-
dina, Betty Ann Menzing, Mary Jo Menzing, Michael 
Mitchell, Jim & Steve Moravcik, Genevieve Noar, Dave 
Norris, Steven Povlis, Jose Rivera, Carol Roberts, Mat-
thew Rossman, Liz Rosa,  Ron Ruble, Mary Salamon,  
Marilyn Samonte, Rob Salvaore,  Betty Schmidt, Cathe-
rine Sesztak, Evana Stanonik, Christopher Stein,  Richard 
Stein, Jacqueline Zambarano, Tom Vasko, Noreen Wil-
liams, Jesse Wilson, Monica Woodman, Maggie Wooley, 
Mary Pat Wynne. 

Please pray for all who are serving in the military, espe-
cially the men and women connected to our parish: 

 Brook Robinson (Navy), son of David & Michelle and 
grandson of Dolores Coleman  

 Kyle A. Riley (Air Force), nephew of Robert Hollow-
ell 

 Greg Koch (Air Force), nephew of Nancy Koch 

 Francisco Cacho (Police), son of Medel Cacho and 
Stepson to Marianne Cacho. 

 Michael Duniec (Air Force), grandson of Dottie 
Schultz and nephew of Margie Pavone 

 James Andrews (Navy), nephew of Bob and Kathy 
Grega 

 A.J Butler (Army) Grandson of Nancy Butler 

Thank you for your generous support! 
Sunday, September 28 $ 5,294.75 
Haiti Missions $ 78.33 
Bountiful Basement $ 293.34 
Help the Needy $ 203.33 
Pastoral Ministry $ 20.00 
Memorials & Special Gifts $ 3,267.00 
Communications Campaign $ 10.00 

The Craft Show will be on Nov. 2nd from 9am to 
3pm in Fogarty Hall.  

Tai Chi On Wednesdays at 6:30  Tai Chi Easy begins 
this Wednesday from 6:30-7:30 in the church basement. 
If you want to  know about this meditation-in-motion  
practice and health benefits, contact practice leader Mike 
Reiling at mreilingllc@gmail.com or at 216-312-8648. 
No previous experience needed. 
 

Laudato Si! Taize Prayer Sunday, October 5. Our cre-
ation praise Taize prayer is Sunday, October 5 at 7 pm at 
the CSJ Chapel at 3430 Rocky River Drive.  Join us for 
this meditative prayer and bring a friend!  

 

Once a month, our Stephen Ministers meet to report 
on their care-giving relationships. They give a brief 
summary of the meetings they’ve had with their care 
receivers (all while maintaining strict confidentiali-
ty). It is gratifying to hear their stories of how their 
care receivers have grown and are able to resolve 
their particular issues. All the care givers join in the 
discussions and provide feedback, encouragement 
and suggestions to one another. If you are facing a 
life crisis and feel you would benefit from a Stephen 
Minister, please call 216-671-5890, Ext. 12 and 
leave us a message. A Stephen Leader will contact 
you to review your situation.  

mailto:mreilingllc@gmail.com


SATURDAY, OCT. 4 

9:30am-11:00am Ragamuffin Faith Sharing Group (R  
  Liv Rm) 
SUNDAY, OCT. 5 

 9:00am-10:45am CGS Level 1 (A) 
 10:00am-10:45am Breaking Open the Word (R Lib) 
 11:00am-11:15am CLW (CH) 
 12:30pm-2:00pm Clothing Drive (outside) 
MONDAY, OCT. 6 

 9:00am-10:30am Legion of Mary (CH) 
 7:00pm-8:30pm St. Vincent DePaul Society (R Lib) 
TUESDAY, OCT. 7 

 8:00am-8:30am Novena (CH) 
 9:00am-11:00am IDCC (JC Lg) 
 9:30am-12:00pm Bountiful Basement (JC Lg) 
   10:30am-12:00pm AA Meeting (RB) 
 7:00pm-9:00pm Bell Choir Practice (CH) 
WEDNESDAY, OCT. 8 

 3:00pm-3:45pm Witness for Ukraine (outside) 
 4:00am-6:00pm IDCC (JC Lg) 
 5:00pm-6:45pm Bountiful Basement (JC Lg) 
 6:30pm-7:30pm Tai Chi (FH) 
 7:00pm-9:00pm Choir (CH) 
 7:00pm-8:30pm LGBTQ Faith Sharing Mtg (R Liv Rm) 
THURSDAY, OCT. 9 

 11:00am-12:30pm AA Meeting (R B) 
 7:00pm-9:00pm Bell Choir Practice (CH) 
FRIDAY, OCT. 10 

SATURDAY, OCT. 11 

SUNDAY, OCT. 12 

 9:00am-10:45am CGS Level 1 (A) 
 10:00am-10:45am Breaking Open the Word  (R Lib) 
 11:00am-11:15am CLW (CH) 
 12:00pm-1:00pm Community Meal (FH) 

October 5, 2025 

This Week at Blessed Trinity 

4   

WORSHIP 

SATURDAY, OCT. 4 

 4:00pm Blessed Trinity 

SUNDAY, OCT. 5 TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN 

          ORDINARY TIME 

 Hb 1:2-3, 2:2-4    2 Tm 1:6-8, 13-14     Lk 17:5-10 (141) 
 9:00am Blessed Trinity 

 11:00am Blessed Trinity 

MONDAY, OCT. 6 

 11:00am at West Park Health Center 
   4401 West 150th, Cleveland, Ohio 

TUESDAY, OCT. 7 

 8:30am  Ronald Mickler Sr. (Kathy Mickler)  

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 8 

 8:30am Women of Blessed Trinity (Women’s Ministry)  
THURSDAY, OCT. 9 

   No Mass 

FRIDAY, OCT. 10 

 8:30  George & Julia Barnett (Kathy Mickler) 
SATURDAY, OCT. 11 

 4:00pm Les Schwerman (Lenore Schwerman) 
SUNDAY, OCT. 12 TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN 

            ORDINARY TIME 

 2 Kgs 5:14-17         2 Tm 2:8-13         Lk 17:11-19 (144) 
 9:00am Blessed Trinity 

 11:00am Gerald & Eileen McSweeney (Kathy Mickler) 

Advertiser of the Week: 
ADT Security Services, Inc. 

For the month of October, the Bountiful 
Basement could use hygiene products (bar 
soap, shampoo, deodorant, toilet paper, and 
bags. 

Children's Liturgy of the Word is scheduled to 
begin Oct. 5th on Sunday mornings at the 11am Mass, 
but to continue this wonderful program we need adult 
help.  You may choose to break open scripture with 
children (resources provided) or just be present during 
the program as another adult leads the session.  All our 
programs with children require that two adults are pre-
sent.  High school age youth can also be mentored to 
lead the scripture reflection. Younger youth can serve 
as lectors.   Call Briyant to inquire or to sign on with a Blessed Trinity’s Holy Name Society is participat-

ing in the Eighth Annual Men’s Socks & Underwear 
Drive.  The Drive will run from October 4th through 
October 12th and Blessed Trinity parishioners and 
friends are asked to place any donations of NEW 
items in the collection box located in the Narthex. 
 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul  
39TH ANNUAL BLANKET SUNDAY 

October 12, 2025 We Welcome Into Our 

Blessed Trinity Family: 
Holly O’Hara 

Anointing of the sick. We will be celebrating the 
sacrament of the Sick at all the Masses the week-
end of Oct 25/26. Anyone who is chronically ill, 
facing surgery, or is 65 years of age or over may 
be anointed. Just show up.  



	  	 For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com	 14-0244

WWW.MAZZELLALIFTING.COM

440.239.7000
21000 Aerospace Parkway

Cleveland, OH 44142

NATURE’S WAY

DAY CARE CENTER
	 671-0572	 252-0024
	 14010 Puritas Ave.	 13835 Puritas Ave.

	 Ages 3 thru 10	 Infants & Toddlers
	 Hrs: 6:30am-6:30pm	 Hrs: 6:30am-6:30pm

School Age Transportation

REALTOR

Dametrius Clark

Here To: Help, 
Educate and 
Serve

LET’S GROW  

YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Vic Preisel 

vpreisel@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6317

4401 West 150th St • Cleveland

216-252-7555

	

	 CHAMBERS FUNERAL HOMES

	 North Olmsted - Cleveland - Berea   (216) 251-6566

	 Family Owned & Operated • www.chambersfuneral.com

	 Traditional Services & Cremation

Assisted Living Accepting Medicaid Waiver • Large Suites Available

216-941-6100
4106 ROCKY RIVER DR., CLEVELAND, OH 44135

Ron Gogul
Gogul & Associates 440-724-1533
Elder Care Law & Estate Planning

Chris Minotti
Financial Advisor

216.825.2333

Leah Haught
My New Villa 440-320-8078

Jim Gnizak
Health Markets 216-246-0837

Monica Woodman 216-496-8782

PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE

Celebrating 25 years of providing quality service!

Residential & Commercial • Sewer Cleaning/Video Inspection
Excavation/Waterproo�ng • Gas Lines

Water Heaters/Tankless • Sump Pumps & Backups
Military & Senior Discounts

440.871.1112 • www.kpcohio.com

KILLEEN
PLUMBING COMPANY

WE DO 
IT ALL!

King Mobile  
Notary Services
Please call Sandy Quinones at: 

 216-409-6349 
(Se habla español)

Convenience at  Your Doorstep!  
Estate, Wills, Trusts, POA, Auto Titles,  

and Much More!

Barbershop On Triskett

CLEAN, CLASSIC LOOKS

216-941-4047

14158 Triskett Rd • Cleveland, OH


